Helena Citizens Council Regular Meeting

October 24, 2007 – 6:00 p.m.





Members present:  Allen Tompkins, Bob Habeck, George Hoff, Ellen Bell, Jim Christnacht, Jim Tucker, Jr., Ken Saunders, Larry Mitchell, Lynne Boone, Marshall Gingery, Rebecca Ridenour and Thom Warsinski.  Also present:  HCC VISTA Martha Eberle.  Co-Chair Lynne Boone acting Chairman.  



Members absent: Bill Roberts, George McCauley, Justin Trafton, and Matthew Cohn.



Visitors:  HPD Lieutenant Roger Johnson, HCC Candidates: Dave Dalthorp (District 1), Ryan Hazen (District 3), Kent Schlosser (District 1), Michael Rissman(District 2), David Scrim (District 2)



September 28, 2007 HCC Meeting minutes

	Approved as written 

	

Helena Police Department Report

	Lt. Roger Johnson reported that the AARP was hosing a “Fall Fraud Outreach”, today in Helena at three locations; about six Helena police officers attended the outreach.  This year’s focus was on fraud, particularly elderly abuse, internet crimes, and lottery scams.  The US Attorney’s office was preset.  

	Next week in Billings will be the first Crime Prevention Conference in Montana, hosted by the State Department of Administration and Department of Justice.  One goal of the first meeting will be to established a State “Crime Prevention Association”.  Lt. Johnson will be on a steering committee to determine who should be involved and the goals and objectives.  Lt. Johnson stated individuals present will represent police departments, civilian groups, volunteers, and prosecutors offices.  

	A part-time position for an animal control officer will now be advertised as a full-time position.  This would be the second of two positions in Helena (Mike Maynard is Helena’s only animal control officer at present).  A new, slightly larger truck with a lift was recently purchased by the city for the present animal control officer.  	



Helena Firefighters Union Report

	No report given.

	

Treasurer’s Report

	No report given.



Community Development Department Report

No report given.



Upcoming Meetings/Dates of Interest:

HCC Monthly meetings

November 28, 2007

December 19, 2007 – early due to the Christmas Holiday









Other HCC events

Election Update -  New, corrected ballots to be mailed out to registered voters on December 14, 2007; must be postmarked by January 8, 2008

Planned HCC social & new member orientation canceled



City Managers Meeting - Justin



City Administrative Meeting

October 31, 2007 – Matt Cohn (and/or Lynne Boone)

November 14, 2007 – Matt Cohn (and/or Lynne Boone)

November 28, 2007 - Matt Cohn (and/or Lynne Boone)



City Commission Meeting

October 29, 2007 – Ken Saunders

November 5, 2007 - Allen Tompkins

November 19, 2007 - Rebecca Ridenour



Communications:

VISTA - Martha Eberle reported that: 

October Communications - HCTV show, “Profiles of Your Helena Citizens Council” will be hosted by Justin Traften (replacing Alan Puera).  

Martha will begin working on a monthly column for the Helena IR (working with Larry Kline).  The monthly topic is also going to be the subject for the monthly HCTV show (Profiles of Your Helena Citizens Council)

New member packet work continues

Idea of “extra” HCC candidates after election - potential members for neighborhood steering groups

Website development with Bill Roberts & Ellen Bell; establishing procedures; asked if anyone was interested in helping to let Martha know.

Helena Youth Connections Coalition wishes to hold a town hall meeting addressing adult-hosted underage drinking; tentative date for meeting November 27.  Kris Minard is the contact at 443-8716.  Planning meeting scheduled for October 25, 2007 at 1PM at Helena Middle School.  The HCC body discussed if it would be appropriate to cosponsor the event; the body discussed the topic and determined cosponsorship is not be appropriate. The group decided it would be best to have Martha be present at the meetings & bring back information to the group; any other interested HCC members are encouraged to get involved in the planning.



District Reports - Debriefing from individual district meetings held on October 18, 2007;  Ken Saunders will report information gathered at the District meetings at the next City Commission Meeting (October 29, 2007)



District #1 – Ken Sauders reported that 3 people attended the District meeting.  Discussion around agenda items: electronic signs, abandoned vehicles, MT Historical Society location, and zoning.



District #2 – Larry Mitchell reported that 20-22 people were at the meeting, including 12 candidates who introduced themselves.  Discussion around agenda items.  Jerry Spencer from the Parks Board Support Committee (also District 2 member) presented the Parks General Election Bond Proposal.



District #3 – George Hoff reported that 4 people were at the meeting and that the meeting was combined with District #4.  Discussion included annexation on the west side near Kessler School.  Some residents are surrounded by homes that are in the city boundary, yet they remain county residents.  George also reminded the body that HCC district boundaries are set by the City Commission and as the city grows & subdivisions/residence are annexed, the district boundaries should be reconsidered.  Lynne Boone stated that parts of some voting precincts are actually outside the city limits and those residence are not in an HCC district.  



Randy Lilji, City Parks and Recreation Department Director, gave a general presentation of the Parks General Election Bond Proposal.  Questions were asked about increased traffic and long-term maintenance costs.  



Electronic sign discussion yielded comments from the attendess such as “nusiance” and “eye sore”.  



District #4 – See District #3 - combined meeting.



District #5 – Thom Warsinski reported that 5 people attended the meeting, including 2 HCC candidates.  Matt Elsaesser (City Commissioner candidate) gave a general presentation of the Parks General Election Bond Proposal.  Discussion around agenda topics electronic signs, MT History Museum, and development within the District.   



District #6 – Allen Tompkins reported that 5 people attended, including two City Commission candidates.  Agenda topic discussion around electronic signs (are distracting; Rock Hand Hardware mentioned due to its brightness) and MT Historical Museum location.  



District #7 – Ellen Bell reported that 19 people attended, including 5 HCC candidates.  Agenda items discussed; unofficial vote of 6-3 in favor of mall location for MT Historical Museum; “Hot Topics” - smart growth & planning, traffic (Winne at interchange), and two neighborhood parks development.  



2008 Neighborhood meetings - Martha Eberle presented the idea (discussed by the board) of combining districts for 2008 meetings.  The next meeting date will not be set until after the election.



Web Development Committee - Ellen Bell reported that she, Bill Roberts, and Justin were involved in contacting/working with the necessary city employees (IT and City Manager Tim Burton).  Problems identified with web are: 1) HCC struggles w/ getting information posted in a timely fashion; and 2) quality of site is unreliable.  Martha will learn how to update the web.  Ellen asked for any input/interest but forward progress on the site is on hold until IT concurs.  Michael Rissman volunteered to help the HCC with development with then time comes.  



Election Update -  November-December - time to organize committee to choose candidates for 2008 Board.  Justin termed out as “Chairman”.  



Regular January HCC meeting will be the 30th (5th Wednesday of January).  This is the first Wednesday after the election.  Elected HCC representatives will be sworn in by Mayor Smith at the January 28, 2008 City Commission meeting.  



Branding - HCC has two representatives on the “Visioning” Board.  HCC will be present, but not maintain a stand on the issue.  The Branding effort is seeking comments during a three week comment period.   



Junk Vehicles - Larry Mitchell reported that he & Lynne Boone had attended a meeting with agencies involved in junk & abandoned vehicles.  Representatives were present from the MT State Junk Vehicle Program (DEQ) and the City Community Development department; police department was absent.  Junk vehicle program is working.  Abandoned vehicles are an issue as owners park them on city streets (public property).  The city has an ordinance process for dealing with abandons in the City.  



Larry concluded with asking where the HCC body wanted to concentrate our efforts?  Bob Habeck followed with can the status quo can continue to work or are we (HCC) willing to ask for more funding to support the city’s responsibility to maintain the efforts.  Overall decision of the HCC body to not continue with a city-wide public meeting addressing junk and abandoned vehicles.  Rather, continue to work with city police department.

 

Adjournment – There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:10pm.  The next HCC meeting is November 28, 2007 at 7:00pm in Room 326 of the City/County Building.  


